
601 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Suite 800
Washington, DC 20004
202-654-5900

May 9, 2016

SUBMITTED ELECTRONICALLY VIA ECFS

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Notice of Ex Parte Presentation

GN Docket No. 14-177, Use of Spectrum Bands Above 24 GHz for Mobile Radio 
Services

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On May 5, 2016, John Hunter, Senior Director, Engineering and Technology Policy, T-Mobile 
US, Inc., Russell Fox of Mintz Levin and I met with the following members of the 
Commission’s staff regarding the above-referenced proceeding:

Julius Knapp (OET)
John Wilkins (WTB)
Brian Regan (WTB)
Chris Helzer (WTB)
Matthew Pearl (WTB)
Blaise Scinto (WTB)
Simon Banyai (WTB)
Michael Ha (OET)

We distributed and discussed the attached presentation.  We described the rapid pace of 
development of 5G technology and the importance of having access to sufficient millimeter 
wave spectrum both to serve the needs of consumers and to help bolster US leadership and 
competitiveness. We noted that T-Mobile expects that the initial use cases for millimeter wave 
5G technology will be for small-cell applications in urban and suburban areas.  We anticipate 
that we will use the technology to fill-in coverage gaps, to provide additional capacity where 
required and to meet new application requirements, including for the Internet of Things.  We 
urged the Commission to provide a competitive framework by preventing excess aggregation of 
millimeter wave spectrum.  Research into the substitutability of various bands is ongoing and 
will be a factor in developing a suitable high-band screen.  We informed the Commission that T-
Mobile is actively involved with other industry participants in efforts to better evaluate how and 



2

to what extent millimeter wave spectrum can be shared between terrestrial operations and 
satellite systems.  We observed that this work is just beginning and requires further efforts, but 
that there is significant industry focus on trying to provide solutions.  We expressed optimism 
regarding cooperation with federal users of millimeter wave spectrum, citing both past and 
ongoing work with those entities in the AWS-3 relocation process.  

Pursuant to Section 1.1206(b)(2) of the Commission’s rules, an electronic copy of this letter and 
the associated presentation is being filed for inclusion in the above-referenced docket and sent to 
each member of the Commission’s staff with whom we met.  Please direct any questions 
regarding this filing to the undersigned.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Steve B. Sharkey

Steve B. Sharkey
Vice President, Government Affairs

Technology and Engineering Policy

Attachment

cc: (via e-mail, with attachment, to all Commission staff noted above)
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